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Heather Geboers
Business student, skating champ

Good as Gold

IF THERE’S ONE QUALITY a good figure skater needs it’s dedication (and maybe deep pockets).
The hours of practice are long. And the sport doesn’t come cheap. Skaters can easily spend
upwards of $1,500 for new blades each season.

Third-year York business administration student and figure skating champ Heather Geboers
has certainly got dedication in hand. Each day she wakes up before dawn in her hometown of
Bowmanville and drives to Mississauga for 7:30am practice. After that, she heads to York, 
then drives home to do schoolwork and coach other young people who dream of skating 
as well as Geboers does. 

“It makes for a long day,” she says. “I put in 18 hours a week for on- and off-ice
training – including weights and ballet.” Geboers, 24, gained a gold in December
as senior ladies champ of Eastern Ontario in the BMO Financial Group Skate
Canada Sectionals. She’s won the title four years in a row.  Despite the brutal
regimen of balancing practice and school, Geboers still manages to have a
life. She just got engaged and plans to tie the knot in the coming year. Y

TO HEAR DAVID CLINK READ his own amusingly irreverent
poems is to wonder if you haven’t stumbled into a comedy
club instead of a room full of serious poets attending the
Tuesday night meeting of the Art Bar Poetry Series. Every
week ABP versifiers converge in Toronto’s Victory Café to read
their latest. It’s run by Clink, ABP’s new artistic director, who,
by day, works in the Peter F. Bronfman Business Library of the
Schulich School of Business.

“Our mandate is simple. We provide a weekly venue for
poetry that’s inclusive and eclectic,” says Clink, who has
published many poems of his own in small literary magazines
like Descant and Grain. “We usually get 50 people showing up
– sometimes 100.” It’s free? “No charge,” says Clink. “But we
pass the hat and ask people to contribute what they can.” Y

David Clink
Poet, Schulich staffer

Free Verse
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